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important is that the Design should (whatever its origin, and
whatever the motives of its originator) be taken seriously.
Sully himself maintained that the scheme was *in no wise
chimerical*, nor had he any misgivings as to Henry's ability
to convince his brother sovereigns of its utility and feasibility,
the more so as Henry proposed to relinquish voluntarily and
for ever all power of augmenting his own dominions; not
only by conquest but by every other just and lawful means.
'Thus would he best convince men of his own complete
disinterestedness, and that the scheme would save them from
the expense of great military establishments; force them for
ever from the fear of those bloody catastrophes so common
in Europe; procure them an uninterrupted repose; and finally
unite them all in an indissoluble bond of security and friend-
ship, after which they might live together like brethren/

To recapitulate the main features of The Great Design.
Religious differences were to be eliminated as a cause of war;
no single Power was to be left in a position to dominate
Europe, still less to aspire to universal monarchy; Europe was
to be a federation of States, equal in status and as far as
possible in power; the government of the Federation was to
be vested in a Senate which was to have at its disposal a
common fond and an international force; the stronger would
thus be restrained and the weaker protected, nor was any
Great Power to be allowed in future to acquire extra-European
colonies or dependencies.

Is there any reason for refusing to take this scheme at the
face value claimed for it by the Due de Sully? Unquestionably
it represents the first detailed plan for the elimination of war
as an instrument of policy, the first detailed project for the
organization of perpetual peace.